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Citril finch (Serinus citrinella) populations at the north of the
Pyrenees may winter in the northeast of the Iberian Peninsula

A. BORRAS, S. BLACHE, J. CABRERA, T. CABRERA & J.C. SENAR

At the North of the Pyrenees, the Citril finch
Serinus citrinella has been traditionally conside-
red as a short-distance and vertical migrant, with
birds wintering at middle altitude (> 1,000 m
a.s.l.), although that heavy snowfall can force
Citril finches to move lower temporarily
(MARKI, 1976; DEJONGHE, 1991; Cramp &
PERRINS, 1994; GLUTZ & BAUER, 1997; Snow &
PERRINS, 1998). Well documented movements
refer to French, Swiss and German birds which
winter in mountainous areas of southern France
(mostly at the east of Cévennes and at the south
of Mont Ventoux) (MARKI, 1976; BEZZEL &
BrRANDL, 1988; DEJONGHE, 1991, CrRAMP &
PERRINS, 1994; ZINK & BAIRLEIN, 1995).

However, there is an old record of an Alpine
Citril finch originally ringed in Cal de Bretolet
(Switzerland) on June 1959 which was recove-
red in Sallent (Barcelona, NE Spain) on October
1959 (Table 1) (ScHIFFERLL, 1961; Cramp &
PERRINS, 1994; Asensio, 2004). This recovery
matched with the observation, in the same win-
ter, of an important Citril finch migratory move-
ment along the eastern Pyrenees (BOURRILLON,
1961). This information, together with a perso-
nal communication from Spanish ornithologists
of an increase in the number of wintering Citril
finches in southern Spain and some additional
anecdotical information, lead MArk1 (1976) to
suggest that an unknown fraction of birds at the
north of Pyrenees may winter in mountainous
areas at the south of Spain. Recently, BENOIT &
MARKI (2004) have reported the abundant pre-
sence of wintering Citril finches in this area,
which has lead them to suggest the importance
of southern Spain for the wintering of Citril fin-

ches native from the north of the Pyrenees.
However, all data presented are based on visual
observations, so that the real origin of the birds
could not be ascertained.

Here we provide data on two recaptures of Citril
finches native from the Rhéne-Alpes (France)
which have been recovered during winter in
Catalonia (NE Spain) (Table 1). Details from the
old record outlined before is also provided in the
table. Bird 641964 was ringed on 13.11.1993 in
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Sierra Morena

Solsona and was recovered in loco on
19.02.1994, which may confirm that the bird was
wintering in central Catalonia and was not just
crossing the area in migration. Bird 4429564 was
originally ringed on 29.03.2003 at Vallon de
Combeau (France), recovered breeding in loco
on 21.06.2003, controlled on 14.12.2003 at
Solsona (NE Spain), and recovered again on
25.05.2004 at Vallon de Combeau, which stron-
gly suggests we are dealing with a French bree-
der bird that moved to NE Spain to winter. The
two recaptures provided have been obtained
from a total of 938 Citril finches ringed in SE
France (Vercors mountain) by S. Blache during

Fig, 1 - Main localities
mentioned in the text. -
Principaux lieux cités
dans le texte,

the breeding period (April-September) from
1998 to 2003 and from a total of 1.877 birds rin-
ged during winter (November-February) in NE
Spain (Solsones-Bergueda plains) by A. Borras
et al. from 1984 to 2003, There is an additional
old recovery of a breeding Swiss bird (for which
the ring number is not available) that was recap-
tured wintering in NE Spain, but for which
details are unfortunately missing, and hence has
not been included in the table (BErRNIS & BERNIS,
1963).

Qur data from ringed and recaptured birds
confirm that Citril finches from the north of the

Table 1 - Data on m:ged Citril finches interchanged between the populations at the north and the south of the
Byrenee.v - Donneées de Venturons montagnards hagués avant transité entre le nord et le sud des Pyrénées.

Ring# | Date -l.-onalit_fri- Date. Locality Distance | Author
ringed Recovered '
444781 | 25/06/1959 | Colde Bretolet | 25/10/1959 | Sallent 625 Km SW -[SCHIFFERLJ
‘Sempach ' (Barcelona) 196t;
46°09'N 41950'N Asensio, 2004)
A | DB%47'E 01°50'E
641964 | 13/11/1993 | Solsona (Lerida) | 20/06/1995 | Col du Roussel | 440 Km NE | This paper
ICONA recovered . (Chamaloc)
19/02/1994 | 42°00'N 44°48'N
in'loco 01°31'E 05°23'E
4429564 | 29/03/2003 | Vallon de 14/12/2003 | Solsona 445 Km SW | This paper
Museum | recovered | Combeau (Lerida)
Paris 21/06/2003 | 44°44'N 42°00'N
25/05/2004 | 5°33E 01°31'E
in loco




Pyrenees may winter in NE Spain. This data and
that from the north of Italy (FORNASARI ef al.,
1998), suggests that a proportion of the Citril fin-
ches north of the Pyrenees is truly migratory,
with (at least) two migratory routes: one SW
crossing the Pyrenees to Spain, the other SE
through Italy. The reports of at least nine obser-
vations and captures of Citril finches in the
Balearic Islands, where the species only appears
in winter, additionally supports the sometimes
migratory character of the species (FERRER,
1986; CLAVELL, 2002); although no recoveries
are available, FERRER (1986) suggested the pos-
sible Alpine origin of these birds.

The two birds were recaptured in high plains at
about 600-800m a.s.l., in typical Citril finch win-
tering areas from NE Spain, in ruderal and
arvense communities in farmland and fragmen-
ted forests of Black Pine Pinus nigra and
Pubescent Oak Quercus pubescens. Hence, our
typical Citril finch wintering areas contrast with
that found by BenoiT & MARKI (2004) in sou-
thern Spain, located in Scotch pine Pinus sylves-
tris forests in high (about 2,000 m a.s.l.) moun-
tainous areas. We would like to point out here in
relation to the observations of BENOIT & MARKI
(2004), that given the lack of recaptured birds for
which the origin is known, a more parsimonious
hypothesis to explain the origin of observed win-
tering Citril finches in southern Spain is that

these birds belonged to the native breeding
population of Sierra Morena-Betic System
(BorrAs & SENAR, 2003), adjacent to the repor-
ted wintering areas. Genetic data and studies on
stable isotopes will confirm what is the propor-
tion of transpyrenean Citril finches wintering in
NE Spain, and the true origin of wintering birds
found in the south of Spain.
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SummaRry - Citril finch (Serinus citrinella) populations at the north of the Pyrenees may win-

ter in the northeast of the Iberian Peninsula

The Citril finch Serinus citrinella has been traditio-
nally considered at the North of the Pyrenees, as a
short-distance and vertical miprant. Recently it has
been suggested that these birds could winter in high
mountains in the south of Spain. This is based on the
observation of some numbers of birds wintering in
that area and on an old record of a Swiss bird being
controlled in October 1959 in NE Spain, which had
been assumed to be crossing the area. There is howe-
ver no ringing data which confirms the origin of Citril
finches wintering in the south of Spain. We think that
a more parsimonious view is that birds observed win-
tering in the south of Spain belong to the Morena-
Betic System breeder population, and that Alpine

birds, in an still unknown proportion, may winter in
NE of Spain. In order to support this view, we provi-
de data on two confirmed French breeders and two
birds of Swiss origin. which were controlled during
the winter in Selsona. Bergueda and Bages plains
(Catalonia, NE Spain}. One of the French birds was
controlled within the same season in the same winte-
ring area in Catalonia_:foy- two times (13rd November
and 19th February), confirming that it was wintering
there and not just crossing the area. Genetic and sta-
ble isotop data will confirm what is the proportion of
transpirenean Citril finches wintering in NE Spain,
and the true origin of wintering birds found in the
south of Spain




REsuME- L'hivernage probable en Catalogne de Venturons montagnards (Serinus citrinella)

nichant au nord des Pyréneées.

Le Venturon montagnard est traditionnellement
considéré, au nord des Pyrenées, comme un
migrateur vertical et 4 courte distance. Les mou-
vements bien documentés concement des
piseaux francais, suisses et allemands hivernant
dans les zones montagneuses du sud de la
France, comme les Cévennes et le sud du Mont
Ventoux. Il a toutefois ét¢ suggéré récemment
que ces piseaux pouvaient hiverner dans le sud
de 'Espagne. Cette hypothése repose sur l'ob-
servation récente de Venturons hivernant en
assez grand nombre dans cette région, et sur une
donnée ancienne d'un oiseau d'origine suisse qui
a été controle en octobre 1959 dans le nord-est
de 1'Espagne, donc supposé traverser cette
région.

Comme il n'y a, & ce jour, aucune donnée de
baguage qui permette de déterminer l'origine
géographique des Venturons hivernant dans le
sud de I'Espagne, nous pensons qu'il est plus rai-
sonnable de les rattacher 4 la population nicheu-
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Le Venturon montagnard (Serinus citrinella) :

son statut en Belgique

Xavier VANDEVYVRE

Le Venturon montagnard (Serinus citrinefia)
demeure trés rare en Belgique : seules 11 obser-
vations ou captures ont été réalisées durant ces
60 derniéres années. La liste des cas acceptés
par la Commission pour I'Avifaune Belge, la CH
et/ou le Belgisch Avifaunistisch Homologatie-
comité (BAHC) sont les suivants

- 15 octobre 1943, Dolhain (Lg), Goé, 1 ex. captu-
1€; in Gerfaut 57 (1967) : 358 et 34 (1944) : 69;

- 17 octobre 1952, Spa (Lg), 1 mdle; in Gerfaut
43 (1953) : 65 et 57 (1967) : 358;

- 31 octobre 1955, Watermael-Boitsfort (Bxl), 1
ex. capturé; in Gerfaut 46 (1956): 47 et 57
(1967) : 358;

- 15 novembre 1955, Verviers (Lg), 1 ex. collecté;
in Wielewaal 41 (1975): 8; Natuurhist.
Maandblad 45 : 26; Hens (1965) : 62;

- 27 novembre 1959, Knokke (FI-Occ), Het
Zwin, 1 ex. sur une voliére contenant 2
Venturons montagnards captifs; in Gerfaut 53
(1963) : 193 et 57 (1967) : 358;

- octobre 1960, Polleur (Lg), Jehanster-Polleur, 1
ex. capturé; in Gerfaut 51 (1961): 403 et 57
(1967) : 358;

- 6 octobre 1973, Jambes (N), 1 maéle premier
hiver, captur (donnée précédemment refusée,
acceptée apres révision); in Aves 14 (1977):
56; FdC Aves (1974) : 18,

- 7 mars 1982, Jambes (N), 1 mile premier €té,
capturé; in Aves 20 (1983) : 210;

- 13 octobre 1993, Flémalle (Lg), Les Awirs, |
male premier hiver, capturé; in Oriolus 62
(1996) : 49;

- 23 septembre 2000, Libin (Lx), Glaireuse: I
méle premier hiver, capturé; in BAHC 1998-03;

- 8 avril 2001, Bevercé (Lg), 1 méle premier éte,
capturé; in Vogels in Belgié. Niewwsbrief 7/2
(2001) : 12.

D'autres données ont ¢té refusées comme

"oiseau sauvage" car les descriptions étaient trop

bréves ou qu'elles reprenaient une observation

effectuée sur un marché ou une exposition sans
avoir de certitude quant au lieu de capture. En
effet, comme la plupart des fringillidés, le

Venturon montagnard est apprécié comme

oiseau de cage. Ainsi, les quelques données par-

venant a la Commission d'homologation ne per-
mettent jamais d'exclure totalement un oiseau
€chappé de captivité. Néanmoins, les données ci-




